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1889 


June 3, 1889 


“The Church the House of God” Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 4, 11, 
162, 163. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


IN one of the views which the Scripture gives of the Church of 
Christ it is called “the house of God.” Said Paul to Timothy: “These 
things write | unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; but if | 
tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth.” 7 Timothy 3:14, 15. And again, in 
the letter to the Hebrews, we read: “And Moses verily was faithful in 
all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which 
were to be spoken after; but Christ as a son over his own house; 
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” Hebrews 3:5, 6. Peter also 
adopts the same figure, and, speaking of the Lord, says, “To whom 
coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up 
a spiritual house.” 7 Peter 5:4, 5. [sic.]BEST June 3, 1889, page 
162.1 


Christ is the “living Stone,” and they who believe on him become 
“lively” stones because they live by him who is life; for it is written: 
“Behold, | lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, previous; and he 
that believeth on him shall not be confounded.” These persons 
therefore who by believing on the living Stone become lively, or 
living, stones, are built up a spiritual house, and this house is the 
church of the living God. Paul further speaks of it as God's building. 
Speaking of himself and Apollos as ministers by whom the brethren 
had believed on Christ, he says: “For we are laborers together with 
God: ye are god’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” 7 Corinthians 
3:9. That is to say, By their labors in preaching the gospel of Christ, 
these brethren had been brought to believe on Christ, the living 





3 


Stone, and, by believing on him, had become imbued with life from 
him, and had thus become in the figure living stones. These then 
built up that spiritual house, became God’s building. Now Paul 
carries the thought further: “According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise master-builder, | have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 7 Corinthians 3:10, 11.BEST June 3, 
1889, page 162.2 


Christ is the foundation and chief cornerstone, the very foundation 
of the foundation, and in the letter to the Ephesians, Paul carries 
the thought yet further and completes this conception of the church 
as the house or building of God. Of Christ he says: “For through him 
we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 
Ephesians 2:18-22.BEST June 3, 1889, page 162.3 


Here, then, is the Lord’s view of the church as the house or building 
of God: Christ, and the apostles and prophets are the foundation, 
and the membership at large is the superstructure. But Christ 
himself is the chief cornerstone, the foundation of the whole 
structure, the foundation of the foundation itself. Because it is only 
in Christ that either the apostles or prophets were ever what they 
were, or that any member is what he is. Christ is the living Stone, to 
whom the apostles and prophets and all others must come that they 
might be made lively stones, fit for the building of God. In Jesus 
Christ, and upon Jesus Christ, the church of Christ, the church of 
the living God, is built. And the purpose of this building is “for an 
habitation [a dwelling place] of God through the Spirit.” “Ye are not 
in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in 
you,” and “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” Romans 8:9. And said Jesus, “If a man love me, he will keep 
my words; and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.” John 74:23. Thus it is, and of these 





“God hath said, | will dwell in them; and walk in them; and | will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.” 2 Corinthians 6:16. As he 
saith also in another place, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 7 Corinthians 3:16. 
“For ye are the temple of the living God.” When these in whom the 
Spirit of God dwells are “fitly framed together,” and built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, and Jesus Christ, they 
grow unto an holy temple, in the Lord, and are “an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” And that is the house of God, the church of the 
living God.BEST June 3, 1889, page 162.4 


Peter said, as before quoted, “To whom coming as unto a living 
stone, ye also as lively stones are built up a spiritual house.” Now it 
is a characteristic of a living stone that it can be polished to such a 
height that it will reflect the image of the one looking upon it. Thus 
Christ is the living stone, to whom we come, and upon whom we 
look, and to whom we come, and upon whom we look, and as we 
look we see ourselves. And there “we all, with open face, beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 
Corinthians 3:18. And thus, being changed into the same image, we 
also become lively stones, reflecting in turn the image of Christ as 
he looks upon us; for then God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, shines into our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 
Corinthians 4:6. Then the church is indeed the light of the world, a 
city set on a hill which cannot be hid. It is written of the city of God, 
the New Jerusalem, that it has twelve foundations “garnished with 
all manner of precious stones.” The first foundation is jasper, clear 
as crystal; the second, a sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the 
fourth, an emerald; the fifth, a sardonyx; the sixth, a sardius; the 
seventh, a chrysolite; the eighth, a beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the 
tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an 
amethyst; and are surmounted by a wall great and high, “and the 
building of the wall of it was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, 
like unto clear glass.” And the glory of God does lighten the city, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof; and her light is like unto a stone 
most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Revelation 
21:10-23. Eye has never seen except in holy vision such a scene of 
glory and beauty as is here pictured of the city of the living God, 
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and the home of the redeemed.BEST June 3, 1889, page 162.5 


Now the new Jerusalem is not the church. It isnot the house, the 
building, the habitation, the church, of God, referred to in the texts 
which we have quoted in this article. But from this description of the 
glorious city of God, we may gather from this image of the church 
as a house, a building, and an habitation of God, an idea of what 
the Lord desires that the glorious church of God shall be. Christ is a 
living stone, the chief cornerstone, most precious. He is the first, the 
chief foundation of the church. Upon him as part of the foundation 
also, rest the apostles and prophets, made from him lively stones. 
Then upon this foundation are built all the saints, as gold, silver, 
and precious stones. 7 Corinthians 3:12. Then the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God as it shines in the face of Jesus 
Christ, shining through and reflected from all these, makes the 
church indeed the light of the world, giving to men the knowledge of 
the glory of God as he has revealed himself in Jesus Christ. Oh, 
that each one who professes to be a member of the church of 
Christ were really so! Oh, that everyone who is professedly joined 
to the church, were really joined to Christ! that each one were 
indeed a lively stone reflecting the precious image of the dear 
Redeemer, and thus conveying to them that are in darkness the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God as it is manifested in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Then indeed would the world believe that 
God did send Jesus Christ. BEST June 3, 1889, page 163.1 





July 15, 1889 
“Moral and Civil Law” Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 4, 14, 210. 


ATJ 


As God is the only moral governor, as his is the only moral 
government, as his law is the only moral law, and as it pertains to 
him alone to punish immorality, so likewise the promotion of 
morality pertains to him alone. Morality is conformity to the law of 
God; it is obedience to God. But obedience to God must spring from 
the heart in sincerity and truth, or it is not obedience; for the law of 
God takes cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the heart. But 
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” By 
transgression, all men have made themselves immoral. “Therefore 
by the deeds of the law [by obedience] there shall no flesh be 
justified [accounted righteous, or made moral] in his sight.” Romans 
3:20. As all men have, by transgression of the law of God, made 
themselves immoral, therefore no man can, by obedience to the 
law, become moral; because it is that very law which declares him 
to be immoral. The demands, therefore, of the moral law, must be 
satisfied, before he can ever be accepted as moral by either the law 
or its Author; but the demands of the moral law can never be 
satisfied by an immoral person.BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.1 


If ever men shall be made moral, it must be by the Author and 
Source of all morality. For “now the righteousness [the morality] of 
God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and 
the prophets; even the righteousness [the morality] of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference; for all have sinned [made themselves 
immoral], and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:21-23. It 
is by the morality of Christ alone that men can be made moral. And 
this morality of Christ is the morality of God, which is imputed to us 
for Christ’s sake; and we receive it by faith in him. Then by the Spirit 
of God the moral law is written anew in the heart and in the mind, 
sanctifying the soul unto obedience—unto morality. And there is no 
other in this world. Therefore, as morality springs from God, and is 
planted in the heart by the Spirit of God, through faith in the Son of 
God, it is demonstrated by proofs of Holy Writ itself, thatto God 
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alone pertains the promotion of morality,kBEST July 15, 1889, page 
210.2 


God, then, being the sole promoter of morality, what body has he 
made the conservator of morality in the world, the church, or the 
civil power?—The church, and the church alone. It is “the church of 
the living God.” It is “the pillar and ground of the truth.” It was to the 
church that he said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature;” “and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” It is by the church, through the preaching Jesus 
Christ, that the gospel is “made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith.” There is no obedience but the obedience of 
faith; there is no morality but the morality of faith. Therefore it is 
proved that to the church, and not to the state, is committed the 
conservation of morality in the world. This at once settles the 
question as to whether the state shall teach morality, or religion. 
The state cannot teach religion. It has not the credentials for it. The 
Spirit of God and the gospel of Christ are both essential to this 
teaching, and neither of these is committed to the state, but both to 
the church.BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.3 


But though this work be committed to the church, even then there is 
not committed to the church the prerogative either to reward 
morality or to punish immorality. She beseeches, she entreats, she 
persuades men to be reconciled to God; she trains them in the 
principles and the practice of morality. It is hers by moral suasion or 
spiritual censures to preserve the purity and discipline of her 
membership; but hers it is not either to reward morality or to punish. 
This pertains to God alone. Morality or immorality have their springs 
in the secret counsels of the heart; and as God alone knows the 
heart, he alone can measure either the merit or the guilt involved in 
any question of morals.BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.4 


By this it is demonstrated that to no man, to no assembly or 
organization of men, does there belong any right whatever to 
punish immorality. Whoever attempts it, usurps the prerogative of 
God. The inquisition is the inevitable logic of any claim of any 
assembly of men to punish immorality; because to punish 
immorality it is necessary in some way to get at the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.5 





By all these evidences is established the plain, common-sense 
principle that to civil government pertains only that which the term 
itself implies,—that which is civil. The purpose of civil government is 
civil, and not moral. Its function is to preserve order in society, and 
to cause all its subjects to rest in assured safety, by guarding them 
against all incivility. Morality belongs to God; civility, to the state. 
Morality must be rendered to God; civility, to the state “Render 
therefore unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s; and unto God 
the things that are God’s.”BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.6 


But it may be asked, Does not the civil power enforce the 
observance of the commandments of God, which say, Thou shalt 
not steal, thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not commit adultery, and 
thou shalt not bear false witness? Does not the civil power punish 
the violation of these commandments of God? The civil power does 
not enforce these, nor does it punish the violation of them, as 
commandments of God. The state does forbid murder and theft and 
perjury, and some states forbid adultery, but not as commandments 
of God. From time immemorial, governments that knew nothing 
about God have forbidden these things. If the civil power attempted 
to enforce these as the commandments of God, it would have to 
punish as a murderer the man who hates another; it would have to 
punish as a perjurer the man who raises a false report; it would 
have to punish as an adulterer the person who thinks impurely; it 
would have to punish as a thief the man who wishes to cheat his 
neighbor; because all these things are violations of the 
commandments of God. Therefore if the state is to enforce these 
things as the commandments of God, it will have to punish the 
thoughts and intents of the heart; but this is not within the province 
of any earthly power, and it is clear that any earthly power that 
should attempt it, would thereby simply put itself in the place of 
God, and usurp his prerogative.—A. T. Jones, in Civil Government 
and Religion.BEST July 15, 1889, page 210.7 





August 1, 1889 


“The Powers that Be” Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 4, 15, 228 


ATJ 


GOD has shown that although the power that be are ordained of 
God, they are not ordained to act in things that pertain to men’s 
relation towards God. Christ's words are a positive declaration to 
that effect, and Romans 713:1-9 is a further exposition of the 
principle. BEST August 1, 1889, page 228.1 


Let us look a moment at this question from a common-sense point 
of view: “When societies are formed, each individual surrenders 
certain rights, and as an equivalent for that surrender, has secured 
to him the enjoyment of certain others appertaining to his person 
and property, without the protection of which society cannot 
exist."BEST August 1, 1889, page 228.2 


| have the right to protect my person and property from all 
invasions. Every other person has the same right; but if this right is 
to be personally exercised in all cases by every one, then in the 
present condition of human nature, every man’s hand will be 
against his neighbor. That is simple anarchy, and in such a 
condition of affairs society cannot exist. Now suppose a hundred of 
us are thrown together in a certain place where there is no 
established order; each one has all the rights of any other one. But 
if each one is individually to exercise these rights of self-protection, 
he has the assurance of only that degree of protection which he 
alone can furnish to himself, which we have seen is exceedingly 
slight. Therefore all come together, and each surrenders to the 
whole body that individual right; and in return for this surrender, he 
receives the power of all for his protection. He therefore receives 
the help of the other ninety-nine to protect himself from the invasion 
of his rights, and he is thus made many hundred times more secure 
in his rights of person and property than he can be without this 
surrender.BEST August 1, 1889, page 228.3 


But what condition of things can ever be conceived of among men 
that would justify any man in surrendering his right to believe? What 
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could he receive as an equivalent? When he has surrendered his 
right to believe, he has virtually surrendered his right to think. When 
he surrenders his right to believe, he surrenders everything, and it 
is impossible for him ever to receive an equivalent; he has 
surrendered his very soul. Eternal life depends upon believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the man who surrenders his right to 
believe, surrenders eternal life. Says the Scripture, “With the mind | 
myself serve the law of God.” A man who surrenders his right to 
believe, surrenders God. Consequently, no man, no association or 
organization of men, can ever rightly ask of any man a surrender of 
his right to believe. Every man has the right, so far as organizations 
of men are concerned, to believe as he pleases; and that right, so 
long as he is a Protestant, so long as he is a Christian, yea, so long 
as he is a man, he never can surrender, and he never will. BEST 
August 1, 1889, page 228.4 


Personal sovereigns in themselves are not those referred to in the 
words, “The powers that be are ordained of God.” It is the 
governmental power, of which the sovereign is the representative, 
and that sovereign receives his power from the people. Outside of 
the theocracy of Israel, there never has been a ruler on earth whose 
authority was not, primarily or ultimately, expressly or permissively, 
derived from the people. It is not particular sovereigns whose power 
is ordained of God, nor any particular form of government. /t is the 
genius of government itself. The absence of government is anarchy. 
Anarchy is only governmental confusion. But says the Scripture, 
“God is not the author of confusion.” God is the God of order. He 
has ordained order, and he has put within man himself that idea of 
government, of self-protection, which is the first law of nature, and 
which organizes itself into forms of one kind or another, wherever 
men dwell on the face of the earth. And it is for men themselves to 
say what shall be the form of government under which they shall 
dwell. One people has one form; another has another. This genius 
of civil order springs from God; its exercise within its legitimate 
sphere is ordained of God; and the Declaration of Independence 
simple asserted the eternal truth of God, where it said: 
“Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” It matters not whether it be exercised in one form of 
government or in another, the governmental power and order thus 
exercised is ordained of God. If the people choose to change their 
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form of government, it is still the same power; it is to be respected 
still, because it is still ordained of God in its legitimate exercise,—in 
things pertaining to men and their relation to their fellow-men; but 
no power, whether exercised through one form or another, is 
ordained of God to act in things pertaining to God; nor has it 
anything whatever to do with men’s relations towards God.BEST 
August 1, 1889, page 228.5 





12 


August 15, 1889 
“Training Children” Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 4, 16, 243. 


ATJ 


PAUL, says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right.” Ephesians 6:1. A child is often taught to value more highly 
the opinion of the world than the teachings of God’s Word, and 
parents often teach a child to do a thing because of the construction 
the world will put upon it, rather than to do an act because it is right 
to do it. When a child is taught to live out what he knows to be right 
because it /s right, he is already far along in that training which God 
commends, and which makes of him a commandment-keeper. 
Insist upon a child’s obeying because it is right and pleasing to God 
(not man) that he should do so. When such a course is taken, and 
the child comes to maturity, his life will be governed by the principle 
received in his early youth, and he will be certain to act from 
convictions of right. How early, then, should a parent begin 
instruction? is an important question. A physician was once asked 
the same question, and immediately inquired the age of the child. 
On being told that it was a year old, he replied, “You have lost just 
one year.” It might well be said, however, that two years had been 
lost, because pre-natal influences often cause the bringing of a 
child into the world handicapped with a multitude of influences the 
tend to drag it downward.BEST August 15, 1889, page 243.1 


“And ye, fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” “Fathers, provoke not 
your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Ephesians 6:4; 
Colossians 3:21. Let not the correction be given in such a way as to 
provoke, torment, or make the child angry, because this might result 
in discouraging him. Use no extravagant language, such as, “I'll cut 
your ears off!” “I'll put you in a dark cellar where a black man will 
catch you!” Such things are shameful, and should never be 
indulged in. A traveller upon a hot, dusty road in a broiling sun once 
came upon some children playing by the side of a cool cave. 
“Children,” he said, “why do you not go into the cave to play, where 
it is cool and shady?” “Oh,” replied a little one, “mamma says there 
are bears in there, that will eat us up.” “Why, my child,” said the 
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traveller, “there are no bears there, nor any animal that will hurt 
you.” In astonishment, the little one looked up in his face, and in a 
puzzled, startled way said, “Why, then mamma lied!” The harm 
done by the falsehood uttered by that careless mother will never be 
known until the day of Judgment! Let your aim be to have your 
children realize that you always speak the truth. Never forfeit their 
confidence. If stories are told, let them be such as will raise the 
child’s thoughts to God, and help it to understand that God is a 
good and merciful Father. May it ever be our study, how to bring up 
our children in the fear, the nurture, and the admonition of the 
Lord.BEST August 15, 1889, page 243.2 
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